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FM FBIS WASHDC 
TO RUADFBA/FBIS TOKYO 
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/av/ 1 ^ / 

FBWA C (KV / 

BT 

UNCLAS 

890 457 943 ) FROM 

VA313 

REF BK261, WA263 ON PT I/SAMACHARS 

1. 20-25 PERCENT SUBSCRIPTION HIKE IS TOO MUCH FOR WHAT WE 
ARE CURRENTLY GETTING FROM PTI AND WE DO NOT PLAN RENEWAL OF THE 
CONTRACT. 

2. UNOFFICIALLY, BANGKOK/OKINAWA WILL CONTINUE TO PRINT PTI/ 
SAMACHAR FOR BACKGROUND AND THE OCCASIONAL FLASH ITEM. IN SEPTEMBER 
WE WILL AGAIN LOOK AT CONTENT AND STRUCTURE TO DETERMINE IF 
SUBSCRIPTION IS NECESSARY. 

3. WE WILL REMIND WIRE AND DAILY REPORT THAT PT I/SAMACHAR 
MATER IAL WILL BE IN THE FOUO CATEGORY BEGINNING 1 JULY. BUREAUS 
SHOULD CONSIDER WHETHER RESTRICTED FILING TO AREA LATERAL SERVICE 
CONSUMERS MIGHT BE DESIRABLE DURING JUL Y-SEPTEMBER EVALUAT ION 

PER I OD. 22/1824Z MAR 
BT 
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REF T K 3 9 i 1 WA263 OM »Til WE A&É JN AGREEMENT WJTH HEaDQ'JARTERS • 

ASS6SSMEMT of- PTI/SAMACMAR coverage; this service is currsntly 
OROVIDING UTTCé THAT CAMNOT BE QBTAINBD FRO* THE RADIO AND/OR I S I 
5XCEPT THE QCCASIOMAL 1 FLASH ITEM; AGREE THAT A 20*25 PERCENT 
TNCREASE IV SUBSCRIPTION RATE WOULD SE TOO MUCH FOR WHAT wE SET“, 
SSPECIALLY JF> THE OCCASIONAL FLASH I TEM CQ'JLD STILL, SE PROVIDED AS 
anniex MATERIAU; 

HOHEVER; as YOU NOTE i SAMACHARiS PUTURE STATUS IS AM UNKNOrt«', 
•'HILE IM INCLINED TO 9 E Li 6 V E IT WlLL PROBABLY BECOME A DE FACTO 
GOVERNMENT NEWS AQENCY APTER mERGER IS CDMPLéTED; THIS IS IMPQSSIBlE 
TU PR6DICT W I TH ANY DEGREE OF CERTA j NTY SIVEN THE PRESENT iNOlAN 
POL 1 T1CAU SCENE:, NOR CAN WE HAVE AM Y REAL IDEA OF WHAT THE FILE WlLL 
36 LIKE AT THAT TIME', FOR THIS REASON I WOULD RECOM^END POSTPONING 
ANY ACTION OV RENEWAU UNTIL 1 OCTOBSR SY WHJCH TIME THE *ERG=R 
9H0ULD BE COMPLETED AND VE SHQULD HAVE A GOOD IDEA OF THE VALUE 


OF THE SAMACHAR F I LE • 19/£342Z *A* 

RT 

U461 
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REF TK391 ON PRESS SERVICE CONTRACTS* WE HAVE ASKED BANGKOK FOR 
EVALUAT ION OF PTI PRODUCT AND WILL GET BACK TO YOU ON THIS AS SOON 
AS WE CAN. CONCUR ON KYODO INCREASE. 17/151 1Z MAR 
BT 
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REF TK391 ON PTI RENEWAL: WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR VIEWS ON CURRENT 
VALUE OF SAMACHAR/PTI COVERAGE. INITIAL REACTION HERE IS THAT 20-25 
PERCENT INCREASE IN SUBSCRIPTION COST IS TOO STEEP FOR WHAT WE GET. 

OUR UNDERSTANDING OF COVERAGE PATTERN IS THAT DELHI DOMESTIC AND 
DELHI ISI PR O VIDE PROMPT AND FULLER REPORTAGE, BUT THERE IS THE ODD 
OCCASION WHEN PTI GET S A FLASH ITEM OUT SLIGHTLY AHEAD OF THE RADIO. 

IF THIS IS STILL THE CASE, WE WOULD LEAN TOWARD DROPPING 
SUBSCRIPTION. IF PTI FLASH REPORT I NG STILL HAS LIMITED MERIT, 

THEN BUREAU COULD PRINT REGULARLY FOR THIS PURPOSE AND ANY FLASH ITEMS 
WOULD BE TREATED AS ANNEX MATER IAL BY WIRE AND DAILY REPORT. IF 
YOU ARE NOT SURE AT THIS POINT, AN ALTERNATIVE WOULD BE TO 
POSTPONE RENEWAL UNTIL BEGINNING OF FY77 ON 1 OCTOBER, USING INTERIM 
PER I OD FOR THOROUGH STUDY. UNKNOWN FACTORS AT THIS TIME ARE 
WHETHER SAMACHAR WILL EVENT UALLY BECOME DE FACTO GOVERNMENT NEWS 
AGENCY OR MERGER WILL RESULT IN FIRST-CLASS NON-GOVERNMENT NEWS AGENCY 
SUPPLYING VALUABLE REPORTAGE. 17/1522Z MAR 
BT 
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